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AAA Report Highlights Best Practices for Combating Distracted Driving 
Driver inattention the most common contributing factor to injury crashes in New York in 2015 

 
Albany, N.Y. (April 11, 2017): A new report from AAA New York State reveals that driver inattention/distraction 
was listed as a contributing factor for 150 fatal crashes in New York in 2015 and was the most common 
contributing factor to injury crashes. AAA analyzed DMV violation data and found that statewide, law enforcement 
officers issued approximately 217,000 cell phone or texting tickets in 2015, accounting for 6% of all moving 
violations.  
 
“Far too many drivers either don’t comprehend the risks associated with distracted driving or simply don’t care. 
Unfortunately, many people are engaging in this dangerous behavior,” said Alec Slatky, Legislative Analyst for AAA 
New York State and author of the report. In the 2016 AAA Traffic Safety Culture Index, 11% of survey respondents 
across the country admitted to reading a text or email while driving “regularly” or “fairly often.” 
 
While police officers are doing yeoman’s work and have increased enforcement of distraction-related offenses, they 
can’t do it alone. To successfully reduce crashes and fatalities associated with distracted driving, traffic safety 
organizations and municipalities must work together with law enforcement to keep the focus on one of the most 
dangerous driving behaviors. 
 
One municipality that prioritized distracted driving combined a community education campaign and increased 
enforcement in response to the death of a resident as a passenger in a distracted driving-related crash. In the Town 
of New Castle, nearly 38% of the traffic tickets written were issued for cell phone or texting violations, the highest rate 
of any town in the state. 
 
The AAA report highlights successful strategies for combating distracted driving that involve cooperation between 
municipalities and law enforcement. Progress is made when cities and town create localized distracted driving 
education campaigns and give police departments the resources they need to effectively combat the problem. Police 
departments can analyze local crash data and make distracted driving a top priority. 
 
About AAA Hudson Valley 

AAA Hudson Valley is a non-profit fully tax-paying organization headquartered in Albany, NY with additional stores in 

Troy, Latham and North Greenbush. We provide services to drivers in Albany, Rensselaer, Columbia and Greene 

Counties, NY and these areas of Saratoga County: the villages of Stillwater and Waterford and the City of 

Mechanicville. AAA Hudson Valley is an independently owned and operated member of the AAA National 

Association. Over 55 million drivers belong to AAA and CAA throughout the U.S. and Canada. AAA has been helping 

drivers on the road nationwide since 1902. Visit us at www.hudsonvalley.aaa.com. 
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http://cqrcengage.com/aaanys/file/fWvdfVVbNl3/Stay%20Focused%20on%20Distracted%20Driving%20Enforcement.pdf
http://www.hudsonvalley.aaa.com/

