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New Yorkers Support Rear Seat Belt Law for Adults, Will Legislators Act? 
New AAA Analysis Finds 30 Unbuckled Rear Seat Occupants 16+ Killed in 2015 

 
Albany, N.Y.  “Over 68% of New York drivers support a mandatory seat belt law for adults in the back 
(44% strongly), while only 15% of drivers opposed such a provision”, an observation from a survey 
conducted by AAA New York. AAA New York State is a federation of four New York AAA clubs who 
collectively serve over 2.7 million AAA members residing in New York State.  
 
New York enacted the nation’s first seat belt law in 1984, but the law currently only applies to rear seat 
occupants under 16. Governor Andrew Cuomo’s proposed budget resolution would require adults of all 
ages to buckle up in the back, but the Senate would apply the requirement only to passengers under 21, 
and the Assembly omitted the provision entirely. 
 
“We’d ask that everyone wear seat belts in the back seat, and ask for legislation to require it”, says 
Michael Sweeney, Public Safety for AAA Hudson Valley. In a new analysis that will be presented this 
Sunday at the national Lifesavers conference, AAA reviewed injury crashes in New York in 2015, the last 
year of finalized DMV data. Thirty unbelted rear seat occupants ages 16+ were killed and 2,229 were 
injured, 241 seriously. In total, 12% of unbelted rear seat passengers age 16+ involved in injury crashes 
were killed or seriously injured, compared with only 4% of belted rear seat passengers of the same 
age. 
 
Although only 29% of adults in the rear seats of vehicles involved in injury crashes failed to buckle up, 
unbelted occupants suffered 71% of fatalities and 54% of serious injuries. 
 
Last year, AAA released a report on fatal New York crashes and found that between 1995-2014, 886 
unbelted rear seat occupants ages 16+ were killed, including at least one in every county. Prior 
scientific research has found that rear seat occupants who fail to buckle up are: 

 3x more likely to be killed 

 8x more likely to be seriously injured 

 2x more likely to kill a front seat occupant by becoming a projectile  
 

AAA Hudson Valley is a non-profit fully tax-paying organization headquartered in Albany, NY with 

additional stores in Troy, Latham and North Greenbush. We provide services to drivers in Albany, 

Rensselaer, Columbia and Greene Counties, NY and these areas of Saratoga County: the villages of 

Stillwater and Waterford and the City of Mechanicville. AAA Hudson Valley is an independently owned 

and operated member of the AAA National Association. Over 55 million drivers belong to AAA and CAA 

throughout the U.S. and Canada. AAA has been helping drivers on the road nationwide since 1902. 
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